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	Introduction. Curriculum development played a large role in the San Marcos Unified School District’s EETT project for middle school language arts teachers. The project administrator and teachers-on-special-assignment developed more than 90 sample lessons to encourage the teachers in the design and development of classroom lessons plus lessons to train teachers in the use of the target technologies. The 33 teachers involved in the project had numerous opportunities to create lesson plans that included the technologies featured in the EETT project. During the two years that the project was active, SY 2009-2010 and SY 2010-2011, some 400 lessons were developed and posted on the project Moodle site at http://moodle-1.smusd.org/moodle/. It is an active site, and new lessons will continue to be added to it even after the EETT project ends on June 30, 2011.
The project proposed to provide intensive technology training to all the English language arts teachers in the district’s three middle schools. The decision was made to focus on interactive, “Web 2.0” technologies such as Moodle, Mahara, wikis, blogs, chat, and discussion forums, as well as MyAccess. With the realization that, on their own time, kids are often into interactive technologies, the hope was to capture student interest through fascinating technologies. In addition, the featured technologies can be used to create stimulating lessons that are stored and used year after year. The participating teachers were also exposed to myriad useful online resources from animation to electronic storytelling.
	Site Organization. Leadership in the project was provided by the project administrator and three TOSAs. The project’s administrator, Brian Frost, and teachers-on-special-assignment, Allen Teng, Larry Dovenbarger, and Scott Boyens, created a number of lessons that appear on the Moodle site. Their curriculum development focused on workshop materials that served the purpose of training teachers in the use of the featured technologies, as well as serving as examples for the project participants. Their lessons are located under the first topic header on the main page at http://moodle-1.smusd.org/moodle/. Titled “EETT Grant,” many of the lessons were used during professional development workshops to train the teachers in the project’s featured technologies. In addition, lessons are found under their names within the school categories, Woodland Park (WPMS), San Marcos (SMMS), and San Elijo (SEMS).
The teachers produced classroom materials. The lessons created by the teachers are divided by the three participating schools and then by each teacher who participated in the project. The following is a screen shot of the main page of the Moodle site that shows its organization.

The reader should note that the main page at http://moodle-1.smusd.org/moodle/ also contains Moodle lessons developed by the second EETT-funded project, the High School EETT project. The focus of this paper is on curriculum developed by the middle school teachers.
Type and Quantity of Lessons. The EETT project produced an incredible amount of curriculum that is collected on the Moodle site. In a discussion of how using Moodle benefits teaching and learning, the TOSAs included this information:
Moodle is designed around a professional learning community, it allows teachers to act as facilitators of learning and to provide a framework for face-to-face and online interaction that may take place both in and out of the classroom. Through this framework, the students and teachers will be able to experience collaborative online interaction where ideas can be shared and a consensus to understanding can be constructed in online activities, discussions, and interactions. 
Moodle also provides teachers with a means to create differentiated learning opportunities for students, where online discussion and collaboration can go on apart from other groups as needed, thereby allowing for a more individualized approach to student learning.
Leadership-produced Curriculum. The administrator-and-TOSA-produced curriculum focused on materials to aid the teachers, both during the training workshops and in their classrooms. Many of those materials were used during the professional development workshops. For example, the Moodle site includes handouts that were used during workshops. Here is an example of one of the handouts:
          
Many Power Points used during workshops are archived in Moodle. The following screenshots show slides from a Power Point presented during one of the project workshops.
     
                 
Moodle courses are excellent for collecting and organizing meaningful web resources. As an example, see below Mr. Boyens’ lesson that focuses on digital storytelling. 

The TOSAs collected, and in some cases created, numerous videos for the teachers’ use.  The following screenshot shows a rich collection of training videos.
[image: ]
There are also video-tutorials about using the EETT project’s companion technologies of Mahara and MyAccess.
                        [image: ]
The TOSAs also created several original videos and trained the teachers in producing videos. The following screenshot from Mr. Teng’s work shows a lesson that teaches the teachers how to create their own videos.

The project administrator and teachers-on-special-assignment are all middle school classroom language arts teachers. Each of them created a number of content-focused lessons in Moodle. For example, the following screenshot from one of Mr. Frost’s lessons focuses on a novel that is taught in his school’s curriculum.
[image: ]
	Here is another example of a content-rich lesson, this one from Mr. Dovenbarger. The topic is “Writing an Essay.”
[image: ]
In short, the curriculum developed by Mr. Frost, Dovenbarger, Teng, and Boyens provides a rich and replicable treasure trove of training materials that demonstrate how middle school English language arts teachers can utilize the interactive technologies featured in the project. Because we could only describe a small sampling of the materials on Moodle in this document, the reader is encouraged to browse through the EETT Moodle site.
Teacher-produced Curriculum. Now we turn to the Moodles created by the project teachers. The work created by the teachers features classroom lessons and materials. The curriculum is founded on California state standards in sixth, seventh, and eighth grade language arts. As mentioned previously, teacher work is organized into the three middle schools: Woodland Park, San Elijo and San Marcos Middle Schools. Then the teachers’ names appear. Their curriculum projects appear under their names.
The projects are very diverse in content. For example, here is a screenshot from one of the teachers that shows the rich variety of topics.
[image: ]
The teachers included the featured technologies in creative ways. Here is an example of the introduction to a chat.
[image: ]
Here is the introduction to a discussion forum.
[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Some teachers used the assessment features in Moodle. 
[image: ]
Conclusion. The Enhancing Education Through Technology project was a short-term project, lasting for only two years. However, those two years have produced valuable results in terms of the curriculum, more so than might be expected by the brevity of the project. The Moodle site has become a rich storehouse of training materials and courses for use in the classroom. 
If this writer might be allowed to express an opinion, she would offer the suggestion that at least four elements were in play to produce such results: (1) During the development phase of the grant proposal, district leaders made the decision to include every middle school language arts teacher in the district in the project. This means that every student in the San Marcos Unified School District is now acquainted with the use of Web 2.0 interactive technologies, thereby taking a giant step toward preparing them for the 21st century. In addition, the decision was made to bring onboard the project a TOSA from each site for the two-year project. This results in a highly-trained, deeply-experienced language arts teacher who returns to each of the middle schools to provide ongoing on-the-spot support and light-a-fire encouragement in the use of interactive technologies.
(2) Very talented and dedicated educators entered the project as the project administrator and teachers-on-special-assignment. These individuals are “no-grass-grows-under-our-feet” types who jumped right into the project. Mr. Boyens, Dovenbarger, Frost, and Teng diligently fulfilled grant components, actually going well beyond what was written in the grant proposal, in the opinion of this writer.
(3) The featured technologies are useful in English language arts classrooms. The professional development workshops were a collaborative effort among the project administrator/TOSAs, the district’s technology leader, Mr. Simpson, and the project technology consultant, Mr. Bill Kerney from Anodyne Professional Development Systems, Inc. They consistently sought to present technology that was immediately translatable into language arts classrooms. Through the training workshops and solid support at each of the schools, in a short period of time, participants went from (in some cases) totally non-tech users to teachers who now use technology as a regular tool in their classrooms. 
(4) Gifted and dedicated classroom teachers participated in the project. In most cases, they seemed to enthusiastically catch the vision – and turn the vision into usable curriculum that will benefit their students now and well into the future.
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